


"Pastor" means a Parish pastor or a parochial administrator, as the case may be. 
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"Vicar General" means the priest or auxiliary bishop appointed by the Archbishop as Vicar General and 
Moderator of the Curia. 
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A. CEMETERIES

1) Each cemetery should be dedicated and blessed as a sacred space according to appropriate 
liturgical ritual.

2) Minnesota Statute, Chapter 307.01, requires all cemeteries owned by religious corporations to 
be surveyed and a plat thereof made by the surveyor; further, the law requires this plat to be 
filed with the County Recorder of the county in which the cemetery is located. (This procedure 

is sometimes described as the "civil dedication" of a cemetery.) The language of the statute 
makes the preparation and filing of this plat mandatory. In addition, the filing is necessary to 
preserve the exemption enjoyed by religious cemeteries from assessments for local 
improvements such as abutting public road, water and sewer installations.

3) If not already completed, it is recommended a competent real estate attorney be engaged to 
arrange for this platting and filing to be certain the details of this law are satisfied.

4) It is recommended that each Parish adopt rules and regulations for its cemetery. Rules and 

regulations should be readily accessible to the public.

5) It is recommended that the cemetery administered by a Parish be publically identified with 
appropriate signage including the name of the cemetery, the name of the associated Parish, and 
a manner for contacting the Parish.

6) The record of burials in the cemetery must be kept up to date and a cemetery plat should be 
readily accessible to the public. For security purposes, cemetery records should be physically 
located in a secure container and maintained at the Parish.

7) Cemetery funds must not be commingled with other Parish funds and must be reported on the 
Annual Parish Financial Report to the Archdiocese. Cemetery funds may not under any 
circumstances be used or borrowed by the Parish for any purpose unrelated to the Cemetery.

8) All cemetery transactions must be documented and receipted, including the sale of burial rights 
and the acceptance of funds for any related cemetery service.

9) The Minnesota laws of cemetery descendancy (MN Statute 525.14) are to be followed in order 
to ensure lot ownership is properly determined and proper authorization is given for the burial 
of persons on a respective cemetery lot.

10) While the cemetery may have its own board or committee (Board) for its operation, all 
properties and funds belong to the Parish. The Pastor must be a member of the cemetery
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